Expressing Your Own Personality
Using a Variety of Media
Purpose and General Process:

I designed this assignment with several purposes in mind:

If your computer skills have gotten a little rusty over the summer (using cell phones, mp3 players and
even ipads, is not really the same thing), then this activity will help warm you up again. (CCSS.ELALiteracy.CCRA.W.1)

Document creation is no longer just about word processing, and this activity will help you to begin to
think about documents as flexible combinations of text, image,
audio, and video if you have not already started to make that
transition. (CCSS.ELA-W.9.9-10,11-12.2a)

Part of learning about literary devices like symbolism is being
able to use them yourself. This activity gives you a chance to do
more than just describe yourself literally. You can also use
various media to represent yourself symbolically. [CCSS.ELALiteracy.CCRA.RL.1 (inferences)]

Representing yourself to an audience is part of making a
successful presentation, a successful college application, and a
successful job interview, not to mention successful job
performance in any occupation that involves working with
people. This assignment gives you the opportunity to think about
how to get an audience to react in the way that you want it to.
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.5)
For this assignment you will be creating a web page or pages that are
We wear different masks for different
designed to introduce you to someone who doesn’t know you. No, you
occasions. For purposes of this
can’t just tell me to go to your Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram; you
assignment, I’m not asking you to
need to create something new for this assignment, and in any case
reveal more of yourself than you
want. I am asking you to create an
pages on social networking sites sometimes develop without a careful
appealing (audience-effective) mask
plan in mind. Also, a
for yourself that reveals as much as
display such as a
you are comfortable revealing. I’m
also asking you to convey as much
Facebook timeline is a
as possible through indirect means
composite of what you
such as symbolism, whether textual
put up and what your
or visual.
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friends put up. For this
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assignment you need an
environment that is 100% you. If you have a personal website
on which the content is under your control, you can create a
page there for this assignment. Otherwise, you have several
Part of presenting yourself is figuring out
options listed on the next page. (Don’t worry if you have never
what makes you stand out in a crowd. Each of
created a web page, and particularly if you don’t know HTML
us has unique qualities. The trick is finding a
way to communicate those qualities to others.
code—I don’t know it either, though if I need to tweak
Juniors in particular will want to be thinking
something, I can look up the relevant code, and so can you.
about that kind of communication for the
Coding a whole page from scratch requires a lot more
college application process, particularly the
essay portion.
knowledge. Fortunately, the options all provide ways for the
(licensed from Shutterstock,
non-coding majority among us to complete the assignment.
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Options for Completion:
1.

2.

3.

4.

Use the “Students Only” section of my website (billhiatt.education). You can compose your material
using a visual editor (WYSIWYG interface—mostly), an HTML editor if you actually know coding, or BE
WordPress theme’s “Muffin Builder,” which is also more or less WYSIWYG but enables easy composing
of layouts with up to four columns and features a wide selection of shortcodes to insert different page
elements quickly. You can get more detailed information from the handout, “Getting the Most out of
Billhiatt.education.”
Use a free website builder. I have not used one myself, but I know that students have had reasonable
success with some, including Wix and Weebly. Here are some characteristics to look for if you follow
this approach:
a.
Does the builder support the use of a variety of elements, including images, audio, and
embedded video?
b.
Do you have enough control over page layout to avoid having your page look generic?
(Remember that the page is supposed to reflect your own personality.)
c.
Is the advertising too obtrusive? (There will almost always be some advertising on free sites,
and that’s not a problem, but some sites advertise a lot more than others. See if you can
look at sample sites before submitting.)
d.
Does the builder support the privacy options you want? (If you just want to share with me,
is that possible?)
e.
Does the builder support HTML5 (which provides flexible support for all modern browsers)
and a responsive layout (elements resize and reflow automatically to accommodate
different screen sizes, a feature particularly important on mobile devices)? Although I will
be viewing your pages on a computer, I will check to see how well your page adapts to
different browser sizes, mostly because responsiveness is an issue you will need to think
about in the future.
Use a free blog hosted on WordPress.com. Though not as flexible as self-hosted WordPress, the
WordPress environment has enough options to meet the needs of this assignment. However, do not
use this option if you want privacy, as anyone else in the WordPress community can stumble on your
site. Keep in mind that billhiatt.education is a WordPress site that you are welcome to use to create
this project, and it gives you more privacy options.
Use the ePortfolio section of RCampus. Before Jupiter Grades started accepting homework uploads, I
used RCampus as the class homework upload site, so everyone would already have had a free account
there. Also, the ePortfolio process might have been useful for students, like artists, who would need to
build a professional portfolio anyway and might want to use RCampus to do that. RCampus still offers a
page editor not unlike the WordPress editor, including the ability to select a visual editor or an HTML
one as needed. It is easy to keep your work private and send me a link to share the material with me.
The only
problem is
that I don’t
think
RCampus has
adopted a
responsive
layout yet—
not the end
of the world,
“But what if I don’t know html code and have never worked with web pages?”
“Remember that none of the approaches we have talked about require you to use HTML. If you
but worth
can use a word processor, you can do this assignment. No prior experience is required!”
knowing.
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Content Development:

Now that you are a little more conversant with the process, we need to talk about the content. You will recall
that the purpose is to introduce yourself to an audience that may be unfamiliar with you. Thus, the first
question you need to answer is how you want other people to perceive you. You will create this perception in
the following ways.
1.
You can use direct statements about yourself. However, keeping in mind that part of the purpose is
also to practice techniques like symbolic representation, this approach should be your starting point,
not your ending point.
2.
You can suggest aspects of your personality through word choice, tone and other elements. As you are
probably aware, words that have roughly the same meaning can have a very different emotional
charge. For example, there is a big different between “re-run” and “encore performance,” as there is
between “used” and “previously owned” or “vintage.” Ideally, every nuance should create the
impression that you want to create.
3.
You can also use manipulation of type elements (color in particular) to communicate aspects of your
personality. (Some of the world’s greatest authors have used color symbolically.) Other simple devices
such as boldfacing can send a message if you handle them properly.
4.
You can use text from other contexts, such as poetry you
have written, to illustrate the kind of person you are
(relying on the premise that artists always reveal
something of themselves through their work).
5.
Images can have a considerable impact, and the
possibilities for visual symbolism are practically endless.
The most obvious image types to use in this case would
be photographs or pictures of you or by you (in the latter
case again revealing aspects of yourself indirectly
through creative products). However, you can also use
other images that represent some aspect of your
Giving a viewer a sense of who you are from a
personality. Images with which you feel a connection
single web page may seem like a daunting
could be particularly evocative. However, before you use
task, but if you use the right strategies, you
images that are not yours, be sure you review the “Fair
will jump right off the screen!
(licensed from Shutterstock,
Use Guidelines” handout and that you can justify any
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non-original material you use under fair use. Also,
remember to credit sources for any material that you
use—this assignment doesn’t lend itself to formal parenthetical noting and a works cited page, but be
sure to label and attribute any material from sources in some obvious way.
6.
Audio files and videos also have considerable possibility to represent who you are. Once again,
material with a personal connection (such as an audio file of your band playing or a video you made
yourself) probably works best, but items you really like or to which you feel connected will also work,
with the same caution as in 4 about adhering to the concept of fair use and crediting any sources.
7.
In terms of how best to implement 6, always embed multimedia elements whenever possible.
Providing a link doesn’t create as seamless an experience for a viewer because it sends him or her to
another website. (Later on if you design a website for a business, for example, you want to keep your
customers glued to your site as long as possible, not send them somewhere else, so why not practice
focusing a viewer’s attention now?) By the way, embedding doesn’t literally mean sticking the
multimedia file in the page. Instead, embedding inserts an HTML code that creates a player for that file
in your web page. Normally a video hosting site can automatically provide the embed code. Once you
have that, you just switch into HTML editing mode, paste the code, return to regular editing mode,
save your work and, depending on whose service you are using to create your content, check to make

8.

sure that the process worked. Often a visual editor window will display a gray box where the media
player is located if the embedding worked. If you don’t see the gray box, do what you need to do to
preview your work. Occasionally, you may not have selected the whole embed code to copy. Try again
if the process doesn’t work the first time.
Below is a quick step-by-step guide for how to embed video. I’m using YouTube for demonstration
purposes, but almost any video hosting site online offers the same capability, though the location of
the controls will vary. (The Bates Motel trailer is just an example; I’m not suggesting using it would be a
good way to represent your life!)

a.

As you can see, the first thing you do is click “share.”

b.

Now click “Embed.”

c.

9.

Now make sure the options (below the embed code) are configured as you want; typically, you
don’t need to make a change. Then copy the embed code to the clipboard. Make sure you have
the whole code selected before clicking. That is what you paste into the HTML code of your
page to create the video player.
d.
Although this process will work with almost any method you are using to create your page,
depending on your environment, there may be better alternatives. For example, on
billhiatt.education, you might be using the WordPress Videos Embedder Pro plugin, which
inserts the video in a responsive player. Using that approach requires the URL instead of the
embed code, but notice that the URL is part of the embed code, so it is relatively easy to extract
it if you need it. Setting up the video in a responsive way is better if you can do it, because then
it will resize as the rest of your layout should if it is being viewed on a mobile device.
e.
Embedding videos does have one drawback: if the video is removed from the website from
which you embedded it, the video player on your page will break. However, the other possible
method, one that you might be tempted by later on in life (downloading the video and hosting
it somewhere yourself) raises potential terms of service issues with most sites, as well as
copyright problems. On the other hand, using embed code avoids TOS and copyright problems,
since all you are doing, as long as you properly credit the source, is invoking the Internet
playback of material the creator has posted on the Internet for that very purpose.
Of course, while the individual pieces
are important, so is the overall design,
so once you have decided which
materials you are going to use, give
some thought to how to make your
various pieces of content fit together
for best effect. As you would in a
future college application, resume, or
interview, strive to present yourself in
the best way you can.

Explore your own inner world—and share some of your results…
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